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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes 2

nd
 July 2008 

 
Meeting opened: 19:04     
Opening Gospel: Father Shaun  
 
Attendees 
PPC Members: Bethany Cradick, Irene Cradick, Bernadette Green, Mark Hawkins (Chair), Lorraine 
Holloway, Joan Kendall, Father Shaun 
Secretary: Sue Morris 
 
In Attendance: Julia March (for item 3), Kevin Burnham 
 
Apologies for Absence: None 

 

 The Chairman welcomed Kevin Burnham who attended the meeting as an observer. 
 

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the previous meeting.  

Proposed: Bernadette Green  Seconded: Joan Kendall  
 

2. Matters Arising 
Quinquennial Inspection· Father Shaun has found the plan produced at the last inspection (2004). All 
the urgent items have been addressed. However, the supporting paperwork has not yet been found. 
Action: Lorraine Holloway to ask her husband (who was the Parish H&S representative at the time) if 
he knows what company did the work. 
 
Father Ron’s visit to Bamenda  
Action: Irene Cradick to contact Father Ron and arrange a suitable time for his visit. Availability of hall 
to be checked. Saturday evening after mass would be the preferred time. 

 
3. 3 Yr Plan to include Redecoration of the House and Hall and Photocopier 

Julia circulated a document detailing the actual spend this financial year and a projection to the end of the 
year. If income and expenditure carry on as predicted there will only be about £1K left in the account at the 
end of the year. By the end of the next financial year the Parish would be £18K in deficit. It was reported that 
although the situation was serious other parishes are in a worse position. Gift Aid of about £75 a week was 
not included. The two options are to cut expenditure or to increase income. One of the problems is that there 
are a large number of churches in a relatively small geographical area so worshippers have a great deal of 
choice and may not commit to any particular parish attending the church that has the most convenient mass 
times. Methods of resolving the financial situation were discussed. Fundraising suggestions were:- 

 Fete and Christmas Bazaar – proceeds from these used to go to charity but would now go to 
Parish funds. 

 Gift Aid – have envelopes available at the back of the church for visitors to Gift Aid their 
collection money. 

 Hall – need to increase bookings by advertisements/flyers. 

 Encourage more people to come to church. 

 100 Club  
 

Irene Cradick has volunteered to co-ordinate the increasing income initiative. Kevin Burnham volunteered to 
help. It was re-iterated that all fundraising, for whatever cause, should go through the Parish accounts 
including that for the proposed Anniversary celebrations. Any minutes from meetings held to discuss this 
should be forwarded to the PPC. 
 
Action: Irene Cradick to talk to the Caretaker about hall availability and arrange for an item to be put in the 
newsletter. 
Action: Bethany Cradick to resurrect the 100 Club with monthly draws. 
Action: Julia Marsh will amend the financial document to take into account Gift Aid and after the next SFPG 
meeting will prepare an item for the newsletter and talk to the Parish from the altar. 
Action: All to review the financial document before the next meeting when all suggestions will be discussed. 
Action: Irene Cradick to talk to the relevant person regarding monies received from the sale of jams etc. 
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In view of the above it was decided to put further expenditure on hold. 
 

4. Parish Structure Document / Recruitment to the PPC 
Compilation of the Parish Structure Document is ongoing. Irene Cradick has spoken to potential PPC 
members and invited them to a meeting to assess what goes on. They would then be in a better situation to 
assess whether or not they are able to contribute to the Parish in this way. 
 

5. Youth Matters 
The last meeting was held in May. There are no plans for further meetings until after the summer holidays. A 
programme of events for the autumn is being drawn up. 
 
Fundraising for World Youth Day has been very successful. Bethany Cradick has nearly reached her target 
and is very pleased with all the support, both financial and moral, that she has received.  
 

6. Repository  
Two volunteers have come forward who are willing to share the responsibility for running the repository. 
Further volunteers are still required. 
 

7. Resignation (LH) 
After 3 years service on the PPC Lorraine Holloway has tendered her resignation. She was thanked for her 
service. 
Action: Mark Hawkins to arrange for an item in the newsletter. 
 

8. Security (FS) 
One of the Parish neighbours informed the office that children have broken the back side gate. They were 
seen urinating from the top of the roof onto the green house of adjoining property. Although the neighbours 
did not report the matter to the police the Parish office did. The neighbour also reported that the children sit 
on the steps and "hide" in the church doorway if they don’t want to be seen. The police Safer Neighbourhood  
Team has said that permanent lighting in this area would act as a deterrent and that the Parish should 
consider getting a better security gate fitted. In view of item 2 above it was decided to put this on hold. 
 

9. Water Aid (FS) 
Material has been received asking the Parish to consider supporting Water Aid as part of the Harvest 
celebrations. 
 

10. Chair for Next Meeting 
Irene Cradick has agreed to chair the next meeting. 
 

11. A.O.B. 
Harvest Supper It was agreed that there would be a Harvest Supper this year. 
 
Christmas Bazaar The 22

nd
 or 29

th
 November were considered the best dates. 

Action: Irene Cradick to check dates of other events in the area that the event may clash with before a final 
decision is made. 
 
E-mail from Parishioner  Father Shaun has received an e-mail from a parishioner who is concerned about 
the Parish’s financial situation. 
Action: Irene Cradick to ask the parishioner if he would like to come to a PPC meeting to discuss the issues 
raised or if he would like to become involved in the fundraising. 
 

  
 Meeting Ended: 20:45 
 Final Blessing:  Father Shaun 
  
 Next Meeting:  23

rd
 July 2008 at 19:00 

 Opening Gospel:  Father Shaun 
 Tea Preparations: Irene and Bethany Cradick 
 


