
Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Registered Charity 246871 

BISHOP OF PORTSMOUTH 
Rt. Rev. Philip A. Egan BA, STL, PhD 

 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP PHILIP  
to the Clergy and People of the Diocese of Portsmouth  

about the Need to Pray for the Peoples of Bamenda  
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ 
 
It is with sadness and concern that I bring to your attention the deteriorating 
socio-political situation in Cameroon, particularly in the regions covered by our 
sister Diocese of Bamenda. Our two dioceses have been intimately linked for 
over forty years and, as you know, we currently have three priests from 
Bamenda serving in our parishes. The disturbances in Cameroon have complex 
origins in the relationship between the French and English speaking provinces 
and in the recent imposition of controls by the political authorities. Most 
schools in Bamenda have been closed since last November. Peaceful 
demonstrations have led to arrests, torture and the killing of citizens by the 
military. It is instructive to read the statement from the Cameroon Bishops 
about the tensions in this week's diocesan Enews. 
 
At this time, I ask your prayers for peace, reconciliation and a just outcome. I 
have written to Archbishop Cornelius to express the prayers, solidarity and 
support of the clergy and faithful of our Diocese of Portsmouth. I invite you all 
to offer the Rosary this week for the intentions of Bamenda. Please also 
consider writing to your MP to ask our government leaders here in Britain to do 
all they can to assist the situation and to bring about peace and justice. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes, 
 

In Corde Iesu, 
 

+Philip 
 
15th October 2017 
The Twenty-Eighth Sunday of the Year 
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Here is a suggested bidding prayer you may wish to use this weekend  
 
 
That all peoples in need may find help,  
and that peace and security may be firmly established everywhere,  
especially in our twin diocese of Bamenda,  
and throughout the Anglophone area of Cameroon  

Lord hear us  
Lord graciously hear us. 

 
 


